
Open 1909 to 1965, the Blackwell School served as the school for         
children of Mexican descent in Marfa, Texas, and is a tangible reminder 
of American  history where “separate but equal” dominated our culture.  

Education of Mexican and Mexican-American children began in Presidio     
County, Texas, in the late 1800s. Unlike the legal division of schooling       
African-Americans, there were no laws specifically separating children of 
Mexican descent from schooling with their Anglo counterparts, as they 
were designated “white” by Texas state law. Yet they were not equal. 
Marfa’s majority Latino population was often excluded from public     
spaces and institutions. The story of this de facto segregation is           
expressed in the preservation of The Blackwell School.  

The original historic school building, and grounds on which it stands,   
provide an  authentic setting to commemorate and interpret the history of 
the Blackwell School. The school house displays a distinctive  design and   
craftsmanship, combining readily available materials and age-old         
processes with new materials made available on the railroad at the turn 
of the 20

th
 century.  

Historical sites commemorating 
and memorializing cultural      
landscapes include much more 
than the physical reminders of 
buildings and monuments. They 
express how a site was used by 
its people; the types of traditions 
expressed on-site; and how the 
space and function correlate to 
the spaces around it.  
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HR 8221 
provides for the        

establishment of      

The Blackwell School       

National  Historic Site. 

A bi-partisan bill    

sponsored by Rep. Will 

Hurd (TX-23) & Rep. 

Filemón Vela  (TX-34). 

Mexican-American   

culture & history in 

Marfa is tied to The 

Blackwell School, 

closely associated with 

the broad patterns of 

local, state and national 

history, in the area of 

school segregation.  
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The school is named for longtime principal, Jesse Blackwell. His 
arrival in 1922 raised the number of teachers to three, teaching 
students through the 8

th
 grade. During Blackwell’s tenure, the 

school grew from one building and 120 students to a             
multi-building campus and more than 600 students during the 
1940s. Students received English instruction, often for the first 
time, as well as the expanding Texas state curriculum. In 1954, 
teachers held a mock funeral ceremony for the Spanish         
language and instructed pupils to bury slips of paper with   
Spanish words, forbidding the use of Spanish anywhere on  
campus. The school closed in 1965 with the integration of Marfa 
Schools.  

Marfa is located in the high desert of West Texas. Spanning   
approximately one mile wide and one mile deep, slightly less 
than 2,000 people currently call Marfa home.  Presidio County is 
counted as the 14th poorest county in the United States. The 
longtime ranching and immigrant families have seen recent    
additions of artists and foundations. 

Like many schools across the country, the Blackwell School 
served as a cornerstone of Mexican heritage in Marfa. Latino       
heritage is still very prevalent across the southern half of Texas. 
These influences are seen in Marfa’s social and religious        
organizations, business and government institutions, language, 
music and food. 
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$492 million  
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contributed by 

park visitors to the Texas economy 

in 2019. 

5.8 million 

Number of visitors to            

National Parks in Texas in 2019. 
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spending in 2019. 
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16 
Number of National Park Service 

sites in Texas. 

$41.7 billion 
Economic benefits                         

contributed by park 

visitors to the national 

economy in 2019. 

340,500 
National jobs supported 

by National Park Service 

visitor spending in 2019. 

327.5 million 
Number of recreational 

visits to all National Park 

System sites in 2019. 

Strong community support and             
collaboration led the school’s listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 
December 2019. This site meets the 
needs identified in the 2013 National Park 
Service Latino theme study, and is one of 
a few remaining structures of its time. 
This site would be one of a only a few  
national park sites specifically designated 
to commemorate the breadth of Latino     
history and culture in the United States. 


