
Collective 
Memory

Connection 
to larger 

Conversation

• History
• Photographs
• Memorabilia
• Stories
• Memories
• Dynamics
• Emotions
• Perspectives
• Inheritence

• Segregation
• Education
• Borderlands
• Generational Trauma
• Discrimination
• Overcoming
• Political Systems
• Stereotypes
• Legacy

PORTAL
The Blackwell School is an 

articulation of a tangible past 
and the broader concepts of a 

relevant and timely conversation. 

The Blackwell School in Marfa, Texas, educated 
children of Mexican descent and is commemorated 
today in the historic school house built in 1909. 
Mexican American students in Texas were not 
separated from their Anglo counterparts by state law 
like African American students were. Instead, Texas 
school districts established separate elementary 

schools for Mexican American children through the 
practice of de facto segregation. In Marfa, where the 
majority of the population was Hispanic, that school 
was the Blackwell School. Blackwell closed in 1965 
when a new elementary school opened and Marfa’s 
schools achieved integration.

The Blackwell School serves as the portal to the 
collective memory of the students, educators, 
families, neighbors, and descendants of those who 
lived the experience of the Blackwell School as a 
segregated school from 1909 to 1965. 

The portal also connects the Blackwell School to a 
dynamic and expansive conversation about identity 
in America and how power structures manipulate 
demographics to enforce separation and inequality 
across governmental, institutional, and social 
constructs and hierarchies.

The Blackwell School Alliance
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Collective Memory

Acquire    Photographs
Organize   Memoirs
Preserve   Objects
Display    Perspectives

Know and listen to our community

Work with our school to create education opportunities

Understand the power of this building as the Portal

2019/2020 The Year Ahead

Connection to Larger Conversation

Tie the Blackwell School history to the larger story of 
school segregation and borderland dynamics across Texas 
and the United States 

Listing on the National Register of Historic Places

Partner with Texas Historical Commission and others to 
seek designation as National Historic Landmark

Anchor thematic and contemporary conversations in a 
tangible place with specific history. 

The Blackwell School Alliance has accomplished a lot in the past three years. Now it’s time to step back and 
evaluate how we can better represent those with personal connections to the school, work more collaboratively, 
and make this a place that truly reflects the goals and dreams of our community. We need your help!

Volunteer Opportunities

• Organize our extensive collection of digital photographs
• Reprint photos and refresh our exhibits
• Create new exhibits
• Catalog all of our objects
• Clean all of our objects
• Create an electronic database of all our photos and objects
• Create new outreach for memberships and fundraising
• Catalog our oral history collection
• Library and Court House research
• Host open hours at the school
• Brainstorm with Marfa ISD teachers to include Blackwell
• Seek out and write grants for Collective Memory projects
• Find new ways to engage people in our work
• Represent the Blackwell School in our community
• Assist with newsletters and social media

Volunteer Opportunities

• Create and improve events that bridge the gaps between   
   memory and bigger themes
• Wrangle our social network, diagram it
• Represent the Blackwell School to new partners and 
   stakeholders
• Fundraise for our Building project
• All kinds of grantwriting
• What ideas do you have?



2018/2019 Year in Review


